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We, the Commissioners of Pike County, Pennsylvania, are happy to present an  
update to our much-loved Pike Outdoors guide. We invite all outdoor enthusiasts to 

get outside and enjoy all of the recreational opportunities that Pike County has to offer.

The County continues to grow; in our natural resources, our public lands, 
even more trails for you to explore.  Pike County has over 120,000 acres of 
federal and state owned lands open to public use.  Hunters, Anglers, Hikers, 
Bikers, Boaters, Kayakers, Birding enthusiasts will all find something special 
here in our County.

We are home to the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area,  
with over 17,000 acres spanning the Delaware River. The Department  
of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR) Bureau of Forestry  
District 19 manages over 74,500 acres in Pike County. The Pennsylvania  
Game Commission manages more than 24,000 acres for wildlife  
management and hunting. Promised Land State Park is also located  
here in Pike County and there are endless recreational, as well as  
educational, opportunities just waiting for you in this 3,000 acre park.  
Anglers and Boaters have ample opportunity at over 20 state boat  
launches managed by the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission.

Tourism is the county’s main industry. You can float or canoe down the Delaware River in the summer; ski downhill or 
cross country in the winter; hike on the McDade Trail in the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area year round  
and visit historic Milford, the county seat. Thousands of visitors annually enjoy our County’s recreation, historic, and  
cultural opportunities.  While we’re home to hundreds of geocaches, you might try your hand at finding all nine of  
our own SRCP geocaches which can be found on lands protected through our County preservation program.   
The fall foliage is breathtaking along our ridges, and our pristine rushing waters are a sight to behold.  

We are especially excited to announce the launch of the Pike Outdoors mobile app in Summer 2018,  
which puts all these maps in the palm of your hand.

Explore Pike Outdoors
Pike County Commissioners

Matthew M. Osterberg Ronald R. Schmalzle Steven R. Guccini

Year-Round Outdoor Enjoyment

Cover Photo Credits: Scot Boyce, Jessica Yoder, David B. Soete and Nick Spinelli. 

Pike County

PENNSYLVANIA

Explore Our Outdoors
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One of a series of falls 
at Childs Park.

One of Seven Conservation  
Landscapes in Pennsylvania

Nestled in Northeast PA, the Pocono Forests and  
Waters Conservation Landscape covers Pike, Wayne, 

Monroe, Carbon, Luzerne, and Lackawanna counties. 

The Landscape includes the highest concentration of wetlands in the state  
and large tracts of forested lands, allowing for clean water and air, outdoor  
recreation, and sporting and vacation opportunities. The benefit to the public  
provided by the State Forests, Parks, and Game Lands also includes the  
opportunity to explore and learn about our natural surroundings and  
their importance. 

Gifford Pinchot, the first chief of the US Forest Service and one of the fathers  
of the conservation movement in the United States, called the region his home.  
Grey Towers, Pinchot’s former home, is a must see for people interested in history, 
architecture, and landscaping. Noted author Zane Grey penned some of his  
popular works in Pike County. His home is now a museum open to the public  
in Lackawaxen Township.

Pike County is home to the Bruce Lake, Pine Lake, Pennel Run, Stillwater,  
Little Mud Pond Swamp, and Buckhorn Natural Areas. The Stairway Wild Area  
surrounding Stairway Lake is home to a breathtaking view (well worth the hike). 

Start Exploring Pike Outdoors
Download the app today.

All the great features of this guide now are  
available in the palm of your hand at anytime. 

And, much much more!
pikepa.org/pikeoutdoors
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A great way to experience nature, and all that the  
Delaware State Forest has to offer, is to stay in the forest 
overnight by camping. There are two types of camping on 
the Forest, “motorized” and “primitive.”

Motorized camping
Motorized camping involves the use of a vehicle in  

some form. Vehicle usage could be spending the night in  
a recreational vehicle (RV) or using an automobile to reach 
your campsite. All motorized campsites are designated  
and include a picnic table and fire ring. There are 29 of 
these campsites available, with 17 of them being able to  
accommodate RVs and trailers. 

Motorized camping on the Delaware State Forest lacks 
the basic amenities of a state park or private campground. 
State forest campsites do not have toilets, potable water, 
garbage cans or electric hookups. Campers must come  

prepared with their own  
supplies and be self-sufficient 
for the length of their stay.

Many of the motorized 
campsites can be reached 
with 2-wheel drive vehicles 
during favorable weather 
conditions. However it is  
recommended that campers  
come equipped with 4-wheel 
drive vehicles, especially 
during the winter months. 
State forest roads do not  
receive winter maintenance,  

so be sure to check for winter weather travel conditions 
before starting your trip. State forest roads can be driven 
year-round, however you travel at your own risk. Cell phone 
coverage is not available in all areas, so plan accordingly. 

Motorized campsites are available year-round and can be 
reserved by contacting the Delaware State Forest District 
Office. Motorized camping permits are required and can 
be issued for up to seven nights. Camping permits are free 
of charge, and can be reserved up to 90 days in advance. It is 
important to reserve campsites early, especially during peak 
times of the year.

Primitive camping
“Primitive” camping is when your supplies are trans-

ported manually by backpacking, or by a non-motorized 
method, such as a horse or watercraft. A permit is not 
required for primitive camping when staying at a particular 
location for only one night. A free permit would be required 
when staying at the same location from two up to seven 
nights, or along the Upper Delaware River. Primitive  
campers are permitted to camp in the forest as long as  
they are at least 25 feet off of a trail.

Campers are permitted to build a campfire if the forest 
fire danger rating is low or moderate. The forest fire danger 
rating is posted around the forest and available by calling 
the district office. It is encouraged that campers purchase 
firewood from a local source or pick up downed and dead 
wood from the vicinity of the campsite. Transporting  
firewood over long distances is how many of our non- 
native forest pests, such as emerald ash borer and  
spotted lantern fly spread.

Camping Penn’s Woods
By Garrett Beers

The Delaware State Forest offers a multitude  
of recreational activities. The opportunities  

run the gamut from hunting, hiking, fishing, ATV,  
snowmobiling or equestrian riding, to camping. 



Download the “Pike  
Outdoors” App to plan 
out where you can  
camp and ride ATVs.

Fall beauty reflected on Pecks Pond.  
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Leave No Trace Ethics
Regardless of the camping style you choose, whether  

it is primitive camping along a trail or camping with an  
RV, it is important to remember the “Leave No Trace  
Ethics.” Leave No Trace means exactly what the name  
implies, leave nothing behind. When you recreate, do your 
best to minimize your impact on the landscape and leave  
as few clues as you can to your past presence for future 
recreationists. The Leave No Trace Ethics are important  
in all outdoor activities, but especially to campers.

One of the most important examples of Leave No Trace 
is the carry in, carry out principal. Simply stated, it means 
bring everything out of the forest that you took in with you. 
Many types of trash, such as plastic bottles and aluminum 
cans, will persist in our forest well past our lifetimes. 

Over time, this debris will accumulate in our forests and 
become eyesores to future users and can be harmful to  
our wildlife. The sight of trash and debris will degrade the 
future experiences of forest users. Also, litter is one of the 
biggest reasons that lead to areas being closed on public 
and private land.

Not only is it important to remove trash such as plastics, 
it is also important to remove all food waste. Food waste 
that is improperly disposed of can cause human—animal 
conflicts. Pike County has a large black bear population due 
to the excellent habitat that the area offers. Black bear can 
easily become habitualized to associate campsites with 
food. Once this happens, a dangerous encounter can occur 
between humans and bears.

Camping can have lesser known impacts, such as soil 
compaction, on a particular site due to the concentration  
of human activity. Repeated foot traffic can not only kill 
vegetation but compact the soil which makes it hard for 
new vegetation to grow back. Without vegetation, the area 
can become muddy and erosion problems could occur.  
To mitigate these impacts, stay on existing trails and camp 

on areas that have durable  
surfaces such as grass, gravel 
and designated campsites.  
These surfaces can withstand 
frequent use by campers.

The Leave No Trace Ethics 
should be a part of your daily life.  We are all stewards  
of the land and we all have a stake in the world around  
us.  When you are in the Delaware State Forest, remember 
to leave it as pristine as you found it. When you pack up 
your campsite, it should look the way it was when you  
arrived, or even better, so that the next group of visitors 
may enjoy it as much as you did!

We take great pride in managing and  
maintaining the Delaware State Forest.  
Come out and enjoy what the Forest has  
to offer and make lifelong memories in  
the process. 

Garrett Beers 
Service Forester

PA Department of Conservation  
and Natural Resources 

Garrett is the PA DCNR  
District 19 Service Forester  
for Pike and Monroe County.  
As a Service Forester, Garrett’s 

primary role is to provide technical assistance and 
education to private forest landowners. 

Common areas of assistance include:  
Forest Management Plans, Timber Sales, Wildlife 
Habitat and Diversity, Invasive Species Control,  
and Recreation. When not engaged with private  
forest landowners, Garrett can be found working  
on the 84,000 acre Delaware State Forest.
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Traversing The Trails
Let’s start with one of the most family friendly 

places to ride, the McDade Trail. Starting at the  
Milford Beach Trailhead in Milford, this multi use  
trail stretches 32 miles to Hialeah Trailhead in the 
Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area. The 
trail surface is crushed stone and remains primarily  
flat for the first 21 miles, with a few small hills sprinkled  
in. After the Bushkill Boat Access, the trail climbs 
sharply into a few switchbacks before rolling on to 
Hialeah. During the summer months, the Pocono Pony,  
a free bus service, is available with bike racks going north 
and south at 7 locations along the trail. At many points,  
the trail runs along the Delaware River, traversing farms, 
pine forests, camp grounds and boat launches. Spotting  
a Bald Eagle, a Black Bear, White Tailed Deer and Wild  
Turkey is not uncommon.

For mountain bikers that love being on singletrack,  
Promised Land State Park has numerous multi use trails 
that range from beginner to expert with varying terrain. 

Rt. 6 is on the Pennsylvania State bicycle route. With it’s 
wide shoulders, Rt. 6 offers road cyclists the opportunity  
to ride safely into and out of the wind. Winding through  
the Delaware State Forest and past Lake Wallenpaupack,  
Rt. 6 links with many bicycle friendly roadways, creating 
hundreds of different routes both epic and casual. You can 
even connect routes through neighboring New Jersey and 
New York for a tri-state tour of the Delaware Valley.

Next, the Delaware State Forest is filled with emergency 
access roads and snowmobile trails that allow a mountain  
bike or a “gravel bike” to glide over the gravel surface 
through protected natural areas and past glacial lakes. 

All sorts of wildlife and 
plants can be spotted in this 
scenic forest of more than 
74,500 acres. The Delaware 
State Forest has over 20 camp-
sites complete with picnic 
tables and fire rings, making 
bikepacking (camping from a 
bicycle) a modest adventure.

If you are not into pedaling deep in the woods, then 
maybe a casual ride around Milford, the county seat, would 
satisfy your urge to spin the pedals. The Borough of Milford 
is laid out with a grid of streets and alley ways that make 
riding in town a breeze. There are many cafes, eateries and 
historic place to visit by bicycle. From town, you could ride 
up to Grey Towers, the home of Gifford Pinchot, the first  
Director of the US Forest Service or pedal over to the 
Columns Museum for a look at the history of Pike County. 
Pedal over to Rt. 209 and hike up to the “Knob” for a  
wonderful view of Milford. Cruise down to Milford  
Beach for a dip in the Delaware River.

Wherever you bike, Pike County has trails and roads that 
make for a safe, enjoyable sport. Get outside and ride. You 
can see more from a bicycle that you can from a car and 
riding a bike is a healthy activity and a great release from 
everyday life. Hope to see you out there!

Robert DePaolis 
Avid Cyclist and blogger for Riding Milford

Rob has been riding bikes in this region for 13 years.  
He really enjoys riding gravel bikes through the Delaware  
State Forest and on the McDade Trail, taking as many 
photos in nature as he can squeeze in.

Pike County by Bicycle
By Robert DePaolis

Pike County can open many doors, create new  
experiences and set the table for a fitness lifestyle. 

Over the past century, bicycles have been used by  
children and adults as transportation, leisure and  
fitness. These days, riding a bicycle can take on many 
different forms. There is mountain biking, road racing, 
gravel riding, touring, bikepacking, BMX, 
cafe riding, commuting and just 
about anything you can imagine. 
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State Game Lands
State Game Land (SGL) 116: Lackawaxen, contains  
3,089 acres of forested terrain. Deer, bear, turkey, and grouse  
are the most prevalent game species. (Page 14)

SGL 180: Shohola, contains 11,493 acres of mostly flat, wooded land. The Shohola Waterfowl Management Area, comprising of nearly 
1,200 acres of water, is located on this tract. Other wetlands are scattered throughout the game lands. In addition to waterfowl, other  
game species include bear, deer, turkey, grouse, and woodcock. Bald eagles and ospreys also nest in the management area and an eagle 
viewing area has been established on the east side and on the west side is an observation tower for viewing the lake. Numerous other water 
oriented birds also inhabit the wetlands. Two boat launches provide fishing access for warm water species. The Shohola Creek above and 
below the impoundment is stocked with trout. There are two wildlife propagation areas on the wetlands to protect nesting and resting  
waterfowl. (Pages 12-13, 15 and 22-23)

SGL 183: Tafton, contains 2,778 acres of forested terrain including several large wetlands. The most prevalent game species are deer, 
waterfowl, bear, and grouse. A rifle range is located east of Decker Pond on Route 6. Fishing is available in the pond for warm water species. 
The Decker Creek is stocked with trout. (Page 12-13)

SGL 209: Stairway, contains 4,391 acres of wooded terrain where deer, bear, turkey, grouse, and rabbits can be found. Limited historic 
remains of bluestone quarrying exist throughout the game lands. (Pages 16-17)

SGL 316: Masthope, contains 2,715 forested acres. Deer, bear, turkey, and grouse are the most prevalent game species found on this tract. 
Fishing is available in Cobey Pond for warm water species, while the Masthope Creek is stocked with trout. A portion of the game lands 
adjoins the Delaware River which is designated a National Scenic and Recreational River by the US Department of the Interior. (Page 11)
**The rattlesnake, a protected species, can be found in limited numbers on any of these game lands.**

Natural gems within the Delaware State Forest 
Bruce Lake Natural Area, northeast of Promised Land State Park, contains 4,300 acres. Bruce Lake was glacier formed and is  
completely spring-fed. Virgin stands of pine and hemlock were cut in the late 1880’s before the Commonwealth acquired the land.  
Fires ravaged the area after lumbering, destroying the rich humus soil layer and exposing the rocks. Egypt Meadow Lake was  
constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) in 1935. (Pages 19)

Buckhorn Natural Area, 1 mile east of Pond Eddy on the headwaters of the Bush Kill (Mill Rift) Creek, contains 559 acres.  
The area includes mixed oak, a high mountain swamp, and rock ledges. This area provides a beautiful view of the Delaware River  
and the opportunity to explore an old bluestone quarry site. (Page 16-17)

Little Mud Pond Swamp Natural Area, contains 182 acres. Various emergent plants grow within the glacial bog. Species  
normally found at more northern latitudes can be found on this tract. (Page 13)

Pennel Run Natural Area, 2 miles west off S.R. 402 in southern Pike County, contains 888 acres. Stands of scrub oak, aspen,  
grey birch, and mixed oak can be found within the natural area. A portion of Utts swamp is also within the natural area. (Pages 27)

Pine Lake Natural Area, 2 miles northeast of Greentown, contains 53 acres. The area features a 10 acre bog which exhibits plant  
zonation from open water to tree cover. (Page 18)

Promised Land State Park is a 2,971 acre park offering 29 miles of trails for hiking, with 17 miles of those trails available for winter 
activities. The park boasts 506 campsites, boat rental, Promised Land Lake (422 acres), and Lower Lake (173 acres) — both available for 
fishing. (Pages 18-19)

Stairway Wild Area, contains 2,754 acres and is adjacent to the Buckhorn Natural Area. This area, while remote, is evidence to  
the region’s history of bluestone mining and its diverse natural beauty. The wild area is home to awe-inspiring vistas and rugged terrain.  
(Pages 16-17)

Stillwater Natural Area, located in Delaware and Porter Townships, contains 1,868 acres. The area was logged and burned before it 
was acquired by the state. The area has regenerated to mixed hardwoods. Numerous and expansive wetlands support stands of black and 
red spruce. Ideal for canoeing, a mile of the Little Bushkill Stream meanders through the natural area. During the Civil War, army deserters 
would hide out in this section of Pike County. Some of the foundations of their cabins can be seen today on the islands in  
the swamps or in the dense growth at the edge of the swamps. (Pages 25)
**Information from the Pennsylvania Game Commission and Department of Conservation and Natural  Resources**

Pike County Public Lands

The rushing waters of Shohola Falls.

8 pikepa.org/pikeoutdoors



MAP 1

PA State Road

Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area

Promised Land State Park

Delaware State Forest

State Game Land

Mapping on the following pages was created through data
sharing and field collection by Planning staff. Special thanks
to PA DCNR, PA Game Commission, and the National Park
Service. Our goal in developing the maps was to provide all
the information on Pike County Public Lands in one source to
allow outdoor enthusiasts and visitors the opportunity to enjoy
all of our public lands. Mapping was created by the Pike County
Office of Community Planning – JRY 2019

Please note the public boat access areas denoted on
the maps. For more information on fishing or boating in
Pike County, please visit: www.fishandboat.com and
select Locate, then "County Guide"

There are many private lands held 
as in-holdings within the public lands 
in Pike County. Please respect our 
private property owners' rights by 
not trespassing.

Visit the PA Game Commission at:
www.pgc.pa.gov

Visit PA DCNR at:
www.dcnr.pa.gov

Visit the National Park Service at:
www.nps.gov/DEWA

Wayne County

Monroe County
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n Camp or use campsites.
n Contaminate, pollute or degrade groundwaters or surface  

waters or any waterways.
n Graze or permit the grazing of domestic livestock; place or  

maintain beehives or beekeeping apparatus.
n Solicit or place private advertisements, signs, or posters
n Plant, gather, cut, dig, remove or otherwise injure any plants  

or parts thereof, including trees, shrubs, vines, flowering  
plants and cultivated crops. (Mushrooms and fruits of  
berry-producing plants may be picked.)

n Travel on lands by means of any vehicle or conveyance propelled  
by motorized power. (Exemption  for individuals with Disabled  
Person Permit for battery-powered motorized wheelchair.)

n Ride a non-motorized vehicle, conveyance or animal, except  
on roads normally open to public travel, or designated routes as 
posted, or while lawfully engaged in hunting, trapping or fishing.

n Ride a non-motorized vehicle, conveyance or animal from the last 
Saturday in September until the third Saturday in January, and 
prior to one hour after close of lawful shooting hours for spring 
turkey season from the second Saturday in April through the last 
Saturday in May, inclusive, except on Sundays or while lawfully 
engaged in hunting, trapping or fishing.

n Ride a non-motorized vehicle, conveyance or animal on roads  
open to foot travel only.

n Drive motor vehicles with or without attachments having a  
registered gross vehicle weight in excess of 12,000 pounds.

n Use boats propelled by a motor. Battery-powered electric  
motors may be used on waterways unless otherwise posted.

n Fish from dam breasts posted against fishing.
n Swim in any dam, pond, lake or stream.
n Injure, destroy or cause damage to property, real, personal  

or mixed.
n Remove or attempt to remove any manmade or natural object, 

except wildlife and fish lawfully taken. Objects that may not be 
removed include animals, rocks, minerals, sand and historical  
or archaeological artifacts.

n Participate in, become part of, contribute to or engage in  
disorderly conduct.

n Travel on roads open to vehicular travel with vehicle or  
conveyance propelled by motorized power that is not licensed  
or authorized for operation on a public highway.

n Violate, fail or neglect to follow instructions posted on signs  
authorized by the director.

n Destroy, mutilate or remove any sign or placard.
n Travel by mechanical or motorized conveyance or ride animals  

on newly constructed, seed or planted roads, or other areas,  
when posted against travel.

n Consume, possess or transport any alcohol, liquor, beer, malt  
or brewed alcoholic beverage.

n Use or possess any controlled substance or drug paraphernalia.
n Occupy, use or construct, place or maintain structures or other 

tangible property, except that portable hunting blinds and stands 
may be used, provided no damage is caused to trees.

n Feed wildlife or place any food, fruit, hay, grain, chemical, salt or 
other minerals.

n Release any domestic  
animals, captive bred or  
captive raised game or  
wildlife.

n Operate a motor vehicle in  
willful and wanton disregard  
for the safety of persons or  
property in excess of posted  
speed limits, or where no  
speed limit is posted, in  
excess of 25 mph.

n Target shoot with fire arms,  
bows and arrows, or devices  
capable of launching  
projectiles in a manner that  
could cause injury to persons  
or property, or on areas  
posted closed to those  
activities.

n Except as provided on established shooting ranges, discharge  
any firearm, bow and arrow or device capable of launching  
projectiles that is not a lawful device to hunt game or wildlife. Shoot  
clay birds anywhere except areas designated by the Executive 
Director by signs stating that clay bird shooting is permitted.

n Engage in any activity or event involving more than 10 persons 
which may conflict with the intended purposes or uses of property, 
or poses a potential environmental or safety problem.

n Sell, distribute, deliver, service, guide or rent any equipment,  
material or commodity or otherwise transact or engage in any  
commercial activity. Such activity is when a person directly or  
indirectly accepts consideration of value as compensation for  
the provision of goods or services, including transportation. 

n Use game lands for any personal, organizational or commercial 
purpose other than the intended use of the property.

n Operate under authority of a contract, lease, agreement or  
permit and fail to abide by the terms and conditions set forth.

n Except on Sundays, to be present on state game lands from  
Nov. 15 through Dec. 15 inclusive when not engaged in lawful 
hunting or trapping and fail to wear a minimum of 250 square 
inches of fluorescent orange material on the head, chest and  
back combined, or, in lieu thereof, a hat of the same colored  
material. Orange material must be visible 360 degrees.  
Persons using shooting ranges are exempted.

n Small open fires for cooking or warming purposes are  
permitted, except when the Fire Index Rating used by the  
Bureau of Forestry, DCNR, is high, very high or extreme.  
Fires must be contained and attended at all times.

n Snowmobiles, as defined in the All Terrain Vehicle Act of 1985, 
may be driven beginning the third Sunday in January through  
April 1, only on designated areas, roads, and trails marked  
with appropriate signs. Snowmobiles must display a valid  
registration decal.

State Game Land Regulations* The Following Activities are PROHIBITED

*State Game Land Regulations as of this 2019 Publication.
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The Ruffed Grouse was named 
the PA state bird in 1931.
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Indeed, I found myself reliving fishing trips in my head. 
There were so many fish I couldn’t remember, and yet 
somehow I could remember the streams, ponds, lakes,  
and areas of ocean that I had fished on every single trip. 
And then I thought about another fishing quote by  
Steven Wright that my friends tell me is better suited for 
my angling prowess: “There’s a fine line between fishing 
and standing on the shore like an idiot.” Maybe I couldn’t 
remember all of the fish because I hadn’t really caught 
that many. I’m not the world’s best angler. Not even close. 
Still, I’d like to think that my lacking memories of fish have 
nothing to do with angling skills and everything to do with 
remarkable experiences. 

Remarkable experiences in that our streams and lakes  
are so exceptional that they leave an imprint that only the  
biggest fish could rival. My own personal hobbies and  
interests revolve around our exceptional water. I love  
canoeing, Scuba diving, boating, and fishing. My professional  
life revolves around it too. I’ve made a career out of natural 
resource management in Pike County and have worked  
for the National Park Service, Pike County Conservation  
District, and now the Lake Wallenpaupack Watershed  
Management District. Pike County’s water resources are 
a huge part of my life, and I’m not alone. It’s our water 
resources that make this area so special and what often 
draws residents and visitors alike. 

Pike County is home to an abundance of truly unique 
waterways. Boasting more than 1,800 miles of streams and 
nearly ninety lakes (plus dozens of ponds), we’re happily  
located smack in the middle of the aptly named “Lake 
Region of the Pocono Mountains.” Of Pennsylvania’s 2,500+ 
lakes, only about 252 are natural lakes, according to the  
PA Dept. of Environmental Protection. The overwhelming 
majority of those lie in the northeast corner of the  
Commonwealth and Pike County is home to approximately  
forty of them. We’re really fortunate to have this abundance  
of water and we owe a debt of gratitude to the late Wisconsin  
Glaciation which created these gems as it retreated about 
15,000-20,000 years ago. 

So, what does this mean for Pike County? Simply, it means 
that you have the opportunity to fish, swim, kayak, or just 
enjoy yourself while exploring so many diverse waterways. 
Seem a little overwhelming? Here are a few suggestions 
(there are so many) of what to do and where to go depend-
ing on your interests.

Disclaimer: While Pike County’s land area is nearly  
1/3 occupied by public land, there are many lakes, streams, 
and rivers surrounded by private property. Please be sure 
that you’re on public land or have permission to be on  
private property. The following recommendations are  
public or have public access areas. 

Fishing
Pike County’s waters support several different kinds of 
habitat types. We have Coldwater, Coolwater, Coolwater 

Transition, and Warmwater habitat as outlined by  
the PA Fish and Boat Commission. There are many 
waterbodies in Pike County that, along with their 
tributaries, can support all of these habitat types. 

For example, Lake Wallenpaupack has species from 
each group including Brown Trout, Northern Pike, 

Muskellunge, Smallmouth Bass, Largemouth Bass, 

A Fish under Every Rock  
and a Paddle in Hand
By Nick Spinelli

Renowned Pennsylvania fly-fisherman and author 
Charlie K. Fox once said, “The angler forgets most of 

the fish he catches, but he does not forget the streams 
and lakes in which they are caught.” The first time I read 
that I thought to myself, “Wow. That’s so profound. So true.”



Striped Bass Hybrids, and numerous species of panfish.  
If you’re looking for a great diverse fishery, the “Big Lake”  
(as it’s often called locally) is a great place to start. 

Want to take the kids out for a fun afternoon? Introducing 
kids to fishing can be a great experience, but only if they’re 
catching fish! Promised Land State Park in the western part 
of Pike County is a great place for kids to 
catch panfish, bass, and trout. Head to the 
Upper Lake for the warm water species 
and the Lower Lake for coldwater species 
like trout.  Shohola Lake in the central 
part of the county is an outstanding 
warmwater fishery. It’s on land managed 
by the PA Game Commission and is also 
home to lots of waterfowl, songbirds, and 
critters. It’s listed as an Important Bird 
Area and was a hacking site for reintro-
ducing American Bald Eagles to Pennsyl-
vania in the 1980’s! 

Keep your eyes peeled and you might get to see one or 
two while you’re there. In the eastern side of the county, 
check out Lily Pond off Schocopee Road. The Pike County 
Commissioners host a kids fishing derby here each spring 
and there’s plenty of space for the kiddos to cast a line. 

If you’re looking for something a bit more challenging, 
there’s ample opportunity for the experienced angler.  
Walleye and Striped Bass fishing on Lake Wallenpaupack 
can be a blast if you know what you’re doing. Most  
serious anglers are using boats for excursions on Lake  
Wallenpaupack, but there are several shoreline areas 
around the lake with public access. There are plenty of 

anglers who’ve caught sizeable 
Walleye and Striped Bass while 
shore fishing. Many shoreline areas 
around the lake are bordered by private property,  
so remember to be aware of that fact when choosing  
your next spot. 

If trout fishing is more your speed, 
you’re also in luck. Many of the natu-
ral and manmade lakes in Pike County 
are great trout fisheries, as are count-
less miles of streams. Fairview Lake is a 
beautiful natural lake with annual trout 
stocking. Public access is available at the 
PA Fish and Boat Commission launch.  

The Lower Lake at Promised Land State 
Park is a great destination for trout and is 
also stocked annually. Stop into the Park 
Office on your way there and ask how the 

fishing has been. The staff there is friendly and helpful. 

Fly fishing is also extremely popular in Pike County. The 
Lackawaxen River is stocked annually and receives cold 
water releases from Lake Wallenpaupack to help keep tem-
peratures safe for trout throughout the summer. There are 
several places on the Lackawaxen to park along Tow Path 
Road but as with many areas, be aware of private property. 

If you’re looking for an even greater challenge, visit the 
Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area and fish for 
native Brook Trout living in the many streams that feed into 
the Delaware River. If you do visit these areas, I’d encourage 
you to practice “catch and release.” The fish populations and 

Pike County is home 
to an abundance of 

truly unique waterways. 
Boasting more than 
1,800 miles of streams 
and nearly ninety lakes 
(plus dozens of ponds).
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the streams that support them are unique and sensitive 
and deserve the highest level of respect.  

I’d be remiss if I didn’t suggest the Delaware River, one  
of Pike County’s greatest assets, as a fishing hotspot. The 
Delaware offers anglers an array of fishing opportunities. 
Along the northeastern border of Pike County, water  
temperatures remain cooler into the summer and can  
allow for trout fishing. 

If you’re looking for serious trout waters on the Upper 
Delaware, you’ll need to go further north and visit our 
neighbors in Wayne County. The Upper Delaware is world-
renowned as a trout fishery. You can still nab a trout back  
in Pike County though, and we’ve got plenty of other fish 
species to get excited about. Smallmouth Bass and Walleye 

are old favorites and can be caught in many places as the 
river flows adjacent to Pike County. 

In the spring, come try your hand at the American Shad  
migration. These silvery saviors of Washington’s Army 
(Shad were credited with saving the Continental Army at 
Valley Forge in 1778) are a really great fight and something  
a bit different from the typical fishing adventure. 

Striped Bass also migrate up  
the river and the occasional lucky 
angler can hook into a giant.  
When I worked for the National 
Park Service I witnessed a nine 
year old girl reel in a Striper that 
was as tall as her! 

#1 Life Jacket! This is the single most important piece 
of fishing gear you can own. If you find yourself in the 
water without one, it might be the last time you go  
fishing. Please, take one and wear it. Anglers die every 
year because they fall into streams or off boats and  
are not wearing their life jacket. The number of styles  
available today means there’s one that will keep  
you comfortable any time of year. 

#2 Fishing License If you’re 16 or over, you need a 
license. If you’re only in town for a few days there are 
several options for tourist licenses. Check out www.
fishandboat.com for more information.

#3 Rod and Reel Choose a type that best fits your 
species of choice. The size and variety of fish in Pike 
County can require several different rod/reel combos. If 
you’re not sure what you need,visit one of our friendly  
outfitters. Most are more than willing to discuss  
your skills, needs, and options. If you’re in the Lake 
Wallenpaupack area, stop by the Pocono Mountain 
Visitors Bureau on Route 6 and check out their fishing 
tackle loaner program! 

#4 Tackle  The possibilities 
are endless. Local outfit-
ters can give you advice 
on what’s biting on what. They know. The only thing 
anglers do more than lie about the size of the fish they 
caught is talk about their favorite tackle. 

#5 Snacks and Water  The only thing that can  
possibly ruin a fishing trip is being hungry and thirsty. 
Bring a few things along to keep you satisfied and you’ll 
have a great trip. 

#6 Sunscreen and bug spray  Nobody looks good 
when they resemble a lobster, and we’ve got mosquitoes  
in Pike County the size of turkeys (just kidding, but  
seriously…that bug spray is important). 

#7 Phone and GPS  It’s always a great idea to have your  
phone in case of an emergency. Beware that many areas  
of Pike County have no cell phone service, however.  
If that’s the case, your phone might not be able to help 
with its GPS feature. It’s always a great idea to tell 
someone where you plan to go and when you plan  
to get back just in case there’s an emergency. 

What gear to bring fishing... Alright, now that you know where to go, you might be  
asking yourself what you need. Here’s a brief list of what I take in search of the ever-elusive fish. 
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Kayaking/Boating 
Just as with fishing, there are so many different opportu-

nities for boating. If you’re into powerboating, water skiing, 
or wakeboarding you should consider some time on Lake 
Wallenpaupack. Take a lunch and visit one of the four  
islands within Wallenpaupack’s 5,700 acres. As PA’s third 
largest lake, it offers lots of coves to “anchor up” and float 
away the afternoon as well as open water for cruising or 
tubing. Weekends in the summer get busy and it’s usually  
a good idea to practice extra caution. Keep your eyes peeled 
for Bald Eagles and Osprey that nest in several areas around 
the lake. Wallenpaupack isn’t the only place to powerboat, 
but many of the other lakes that are large enough are private. 

If a kayak or canoe fits you better, there are many more 
options. Promised Land State Park, Greeley Lake, Shohola 
Lake, and many of the lakes you can find in State Forest 
Land or State Game Lands are open to use by unpowered 
boats. Be sure to check on regulations regarding State Park 
Launch Permits or State Registration if you plan to use your 
kayak or canoe on State-owned land. They are required and 
the laws are routinely enforced. These lakes offer a quiet 
day of paddling and afford opportunities for numerous 
sightings of wildlife that you don’t get on busier lakes such 
as Wallenpaupack. 

If you’re like me and you want the water to do some of the 
work, check out paddling on the Lackawaxen or Delaware 
Rivers. These areas offer great recreation. The Lackawaxen 
requires a bit more skill than lakes or the Delaware River 
and should not be attempted by first timers or novices. The 
Delaware River divides Pike County from New York on the 
northeastern border and New Jersey on the southeastern 
border. Both sides of the river offer launch points that allow 
for a short or long trip. There are also many opportunities 
to choose a section of river based on your skill level. Look to 
the National Park Service for information on most of these 
launch areas. 

A list of gear for your day of boating.. 
Consider the list of fishing gear to be included as many of  

the items necessary for fishing carry over into boating. Some 
items might be repeated to help reinforce their importance ;-)

#1 Life Jacket Are you catching on? It’s the most impor-
tant piece of boating gear you can own too! Wear it at 
all times if you’re on the water. Accidents happen in the 
blink of an eye. It’s especially important while kayaking 
on rivers and streams, but it makes sense to wear no 
matter what body of water you’re on. 

#2 Dry Bag  If you plan to kayak or canoe it makes sense 
to have a dry bag for your electronics, wallets, etc. These 
are available at most outfitters and are a small price 
to pay in order to keep your valuables safe. Most of 
them will float too (just in case you find yourself in the 
water). While mostly for paddle sports, they can be a big 
help with powerboats too. 

#3 Rain Gear  While some fishing excursions allow you 
to retreat quickly to your car, paddling or powerboating 
long distances can expose you to afternoon storms that 
occasionally pop up. A set of rain gear can help keep 
you comfortable if the rain suddenly comes. 

Regardless of the aquatic activity, the most important 
thing to bring along is your sense of adventure and stew-
ardship. Pike County offers so many great outdoor experi-
ences and it’s our job to enjoy them and return the favor by 
helping protect the resources. Remember to practice “carry 
in, carry out”. If you bring something with you, please don’t 
leave it behind. Pollution and litter bum everybody out and 
have no place in Pike County. 

These tips are a very small offering for a place that has so  
much to give. Have fun, be safe, be respectful of Pike County.  
I hope it becomes as much a part of your life as it has for mine.

Nick Spinelli is the Executive Director of the Lake Wallenpaupack Watershed Management District. In this capacity, he is responsible 
for ensuring the non-profit organization succeeds in its Mission to protect and improve water quality in Lake Wallenpaupack. He has 
also served as a Regional Director and is a Past President of the Pennsylvania Lake Management Society. In his free time, Nick enjoys 
scuba diving, hiking/foraging with his dog, Moose, canoeing, and hunting in Pike County’s great outdoors. He also volunteers as a  
member of the Tafton Dive/Rescue Team and Tafton Fire Company. Nick is a lifelong resident of Pike County and resides in Tafton.
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What you’ll see...
 The varied habitat throughout  

the region creates a haven for many 
different species of birds, which is 
what makes bird watching in Pike 
County even more exciting! From the 
shores of Lake Wallenpaupack, the 
deep woods in the Delaware State  
Forest, to the banks of the Lackawaxen  
and Delaware Rivers, you never know 
which interesting species you  
might see or hear. 

Gearing up
Before getting in to what you’ll see 

and where, let’s start with what you’ll 
need to make your birding trip as  
enjoyable as possible. While birding, you 
never know if you’ll be hiking for miles 
and miles to find that one particular  
species, or if you’ll end up standing in 
one spot all day trying to capture that 
perfect photo of a rare bird, so it’s very 

important to make sure you have  
comfortable, sturdy boots. Not only 
will this often overlooked equipment 
make your experience more enjoyable, 
but it will also make you safer depend-
ing on the difficulty of the terrain. 

In general, the best time for birding 
is during the spring and fall migration, 
as well as the early summer breeding 
season. It just so happens that those are  
also the peak times of insect activity. 
Be sure to bring plenty of insect repel-
lant for both mosquitoes and ticks, 
and do a thorough “tick check” as soon 
as you get home from the outdoors. 

Whether you are a beginner or an  
expert, it’s always helpful to carry a 
field guide to assist in identification,  
as well as a small notebook to record 
your sightings. If you have a smart 
phone or tablet, there are also hundreds  
of birding apps out there to choose 
from. These apps are handy as a 
substitute for field guides and learn-
ing bird calls. Even though it may be 
tempting to play a bird call to attract 
a particular species, this is not good 
birding etiquette, especially during 
breeding season. 

Birding in Pike County
By Sarah Hall-Bagdonas 

Pike County may be known for its gorgeous waterfalls  
and extensive natural beauty, but some may not  

realize that there are also many opportunities for  
great bird watching throughout the county. 

Bill Streeter from the Delaware Valley Raptor Center (DVRC)  
rehabilitated this eagle and released it back to its habitat.

If you find an injured raptor... throw a towel or jacket over it, pick it up pinning  
the wings to the body and place it in a cardboard box. The box should have a  
t-shirt or towel on the bottom so the bird has something to grip. 

Alternately, if you are not comfortable handling the bird, you can place a box over  
it and slide another piece of cardboard underneath and just flip the box over.  
Close up the box and transport to a licensed rehabilitator. 

Pocono Wildlife Rehabilitation Center will treat all birds. Call (570) 402-0223. 
Delaware Valley Raptor Center treats only raptors. Call (570) 296-6025.
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Birds use their songs to establish 
their territory, and they cannot tell the 
difference between a recorded song or 
the real thing. During playback, the bird 
will think a competitor has invaded  
its territory and it will appear vora-
ciously to protect it. That means that 
it’s no longer foraging, preening, caring 
for eggs or chicks, resting or doing 
other activities that it needs to survive. 
If you are patient and spend enough 
time in the outdoors, you will find that 
species you have been searching for 
without the aid of recordings!

Expensive binoculars or a powerful 
scope are not necessary to get outside 
and enjoy bird watching, any old  
binoculars will do. However, better 
optics will make finding and iden-
tifying birds a lot easier. Scopes are 
particularly helpful for viewing vast 
shorelines and open water where you 
can find shorebirds, ducks, and wading 
birds such as herons. 

Scout a spot
Now that you are prepared for a 

successful birding trip, it’s all about 
location, location, location. There are 
too many great spots throughout the 
county to mention them all, but there 
are several areas that stand out. Lake 
Wallenpaupack has a variety of birds 
all year round. There are bald eagles 
frequenting the islands, wading birds 
and songbirds along the shoreline and 
surrounding forest, ducks and even a 
rare common loon on occasion in the 
open water and coves of the lake. 

You can have the best of both  
worlds at Shohola Falls and Waterfowl 
Management Area where there is great 

habitat for the threatened golden-
winged warbler species and other 
rare birds and wildlife along the trails 
throughout the entire recreation area. 
There are also plenty of other accesses 
to lakes, ponds, and woods trails via 
the State Game Lands, Promised Land 
State Park, and the Delaware State 
Forest, which is another hotspot for 
warbler habitat. 

There are even plenty of birding  
opportunities here in the winter, 
which is what makes this region so 
unique. Due to our dams and areas of 
unfrozen, open water, this region is a 
hotbed for wintering bald eagles and 
a variety of uncommon duck species. 
Before our lakes freeze over, there are 
beautiful ducks such as the bufflehead, 
common goldeneye, and hooded  
mergansers found in the calm coves of 
just about any waterbody, particularly 
Lake Wallenpaupack.  

There are almost always handfuls  
of eagles to be viewed along the open 
waters of the Lackawaxen River, 
particularly where it meets the main 
stem of the Delaware River. While 
there, catch a guided bus trip with the 
Delaware Highlands Eagle Institute at 
the Upper Delaware Visitor Center just 
before the Roebling bridge. 

Bird happenings
You can bird on your own, or keep 

an eye out on Northeast PA Audubon  
Society’s calendar of events at 
nepaaudubon.org to join a group. Our 
partner organizations such as Promised  
Land State Park, the Delaware Highlands  
Conservancy, and Lacawac Santuary 
just across Lake Wallenpaupack in 

Wayne County also offer activities  
and hikes throughout the year. 

Whether you are a birder or a nature 
lover, don’t miss our biggest event of 
the year, the Audubon Art and Craft 
Festival, which happens every third 
weekend of July at Wallenpaupack 
High School. The festival combines  
entertaining and educational live wild-
life shows featuring animals native to 
the area with close to 100 juried artists 
and artisans, many of whose work is 
nature or wildlife inspired. Add live 
ice sculpting and activities for the kids 
and you have a wonderful experience 
awaiting you in the Poconos! 

Now get outdoors and enjoy the 
sweet songs of the many birds that  
call Pike County home!

Sarah Hall-Bagdonas 
Board Member, Northeast PA Audubon Society 
nepaaudubon.org 
facebook.com/nepaaudubon

Sarah Hall-Bagdonas is the former President  
of the Northeast PA Audubon Society and  
Program Manager for the Northern Tier  
Hardwood Association. Sarah earned her Bachelor  
of Science degree in Biology from Millersville 
University in 2010, minoring in Chemistry and 
Quantitative Methods in Environmental Science. 
She has worked as a naturalist for PPL at the 
Lake Wallenpaupack Environmental Center, and 
as a Forest Specialist for the Wayne Conservation  
District. Sarah enjoys golfing, kayaking, and  
hiking with her family.
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This publication was created by the Pike County Office of Community Planning with the help of the following partners: Pike County Board of Commissioners, USDI 
National Park Service, PA Dept. of Conservation and Natural Resources, PA Game Commission, PA Fish & Boat Commission, Pike County Conservation District,  
and PEC. Guides were printed with funding from the Pocono Mountain Visitors Bureau. Mr. David B. Soete, Mr. Ron Tussel, Nicholas Tonelli, and the PA  
Game Commission shared many of the wonderful photos seen within these pages.

Published February 2019.     Design by W Design, wdesigngroup.com      

Pike Outdoors is a compilation of maps showing all 
 the public recreation opportunities within Pike County,  
Pennsylvania. Be mindful of signs in the field and do not 
trespass. Respect the rights of private property owners  
who may be within or adjacent to these public lands.

This app begins on the Home screen showing the public 
lands in green. Click on any green land mass to get a  
description of the area and a more detailed Map. The  
zoomed in maps contain trail information, site features,  
etc to help you plan your next outdoor adventure. You will 
also find that our map is GPS enabled to allow you to see  
your location on the map real-time.

Download the “Pike Outdoors” app today.  

Use the “camera” feature to snap fun shots of your  
Pike adventures, then share on our Facebook page: 

SM

@PikeOutdoors

Start Exploring Pike Outdoors
Download the app today.

All the great features of this guide now are  
available in the palm of your hand at anytime. 

And, much much more!
pikepa.org/pikeoutdoors
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Rainbow spanning the Delaware Valley.  


